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No. 1 Ohio State
2025 : 12-2, CFP first 
round, No. 5 final 
ranking.
Key games: at Texas, 

Sept. 12; at Indiana, Oct. 17; vs. 
Oregon, Nov. 7; vs. Michigan, 
Nov. 28.
Players to watch: QB Julian 
Sayin, WR Jeremiah Smith, RB 
Bo Jackson, LB Payton Pierce, S 
Jaylen McClain.

No. 2 Oregon
2025 : 13-2, CFP 
semifinal, No. 4 final 
ranking.
Key games: at USC, 

Sept. 26; at Ohio State, Nov. 
7; vs. Michigan, Nov. 14; vs. 
Washington, Nov. 28.
Players to watch: QB Dante 
Moore, TE Jamari Johnson, DT 
A’Mauri Washington, DB Koi 
Perich, DB Brandon Finney Jr.

No. 3  Georgia
2025 : 12-2, CFP first 
round, No. 6 final 
ranking.
Key games: vs. 

Oklahoma, Sept. 26; at Alabama, 
Oct. 10; vs. Florida, in Atlanta, 
Oct. 31; at Mississippi, Nov. 7.
Players to watch:  QB Gunner 
Stockton, RB Nate Frazier, C 
Drew Bobo, S KJ Bolden, CB Ellis 
Robinson IV.

No. 4  Notre Dame
2025 : 10-2, No. 10 
final ranking.
Key games: vs. 
Wisconsin, at Green 

Bay, Sept. 6; at BYU, Oct. 17; vs. 
Miami, Nov. 7, vs. SMU, Nov. 21.
Players to watch: QB CJ Carr, OL 
Anthonie Knapp, DB Leonard 
Moore, LB Kyngstonn Viliamu-
Asa.

No. 5  Texas 
2025 : 10-3, No. 12 
final ranking.
Key games: vs. Ohio 
State, Sept. 12; vs. 

Oklahoma, at Dallas, Oct. 10; vs. 
Mississippi, Oct. 24; at LSU, Nov. 
14; at Texas A&M, Nov. 24.
Players to watch: QB Arch 
Manning, WR Cam Coleman, 
OL Trevor Goosby, DE Colin 
Simmons, LB Rasheem Biles.

BY ERIC OLSON
AP College Football Writer

O hio State and Oregon give 
the Big Ten Conference 
the top two teams in The 
Associated Press Top 25 

preseason rankings for the first time in 
65 years and the second time ever.

The Buckeyes received 40 first-place votes 
in the poll released Monday. Oregon was No. 1 on 
14 ballots in voting by 69 media members who cover col-
lege football. 

Ohio State will go into a season No. 1 for the ninth time, and 
first since 2015. The Buckeyes are now tied with Alabama for 
second most preseason No. 1 rankings behind Oklahoma’s 10.

Oregon has its highest preseason ranking in program his-
tory after having opened No. 3  four times.

Georgia, Notre Dame and Texas round out the top five. 
Defending national champion Indiana starts at No. 6 and is 
followed by Miami, Texas A&M, Mississippi and Oklahoma. 
Notre Dame received six first-place votes, Indiana got eight 
and Miami one.

The last time the Big Ten had the Nos. 1 and 2 teams in the 
preseason was 1961, when Iowa and Ohio State topped the poll. 
The Hawkeyes lost four of their last five games after a 4-0 start 
and finished that season unranked. The Buckeyes went 8-0-1 
and ended the season No. 2 behind an unbeaten Alabama.

The Big Ten has won three straight College Football 

Playoff championships (Michigan, Ohio State, Indiana) and 
will be going for an unprecedented fourth straight national 

title. This is the fourth consecutive year the Big Ten 
has had two of the top three teams in the presea-

son rankings.
The Southeastern Conference leads all 

conferences with nine teams in the presea-
son poll, marking the third straight year it 

has had at least that many. Five of the top 10 
are from the SEC for the first time since 2013 .

Four Big 12 teams are ranked, with confer-
ence champion Texas Tech the highest at No. 12. The 

Atlantic Coast Conference has three ranked teams. There are 
no Group of Six schools in the Top 25.

ANOTHER BUCKEYES TITLE RUN?
The Ohio State offense is loaded. Heisman Trophy final-

ist Julian Sayin was the most accurate passer in the nation by 
a wide margin last season, Jeremiah Smith leads the nation in 
receiving yards and receiving touchdowns over the last two 
years and Bo Jackson is coming off a 1,000-yard rushing sea-
son as a freshman.

There is little concern about the defense even though eight 
starters must be replaced for a second straight year. At least six 
transfers are projected to start or play major roles.

Ohio State will get tested early and often. The Buckeyes 
visit Texas on Sept. 12 and five of their nine conference games 
are against preseason ranked teams, including at Indiana and 
against Oregon at home.

The Buckeyes have ended a season No. 1 in the AP poll six 
times (1942, 1954, 1968, 2002, 2014, 2024).

BULLDOGS BEST OF THE SEC? 
The beat goes on for Georgia, which is in the preseason top 

five for the ninth straight year. The two-time defending SEC 
champion Bulldogs are favored to play in a sixth straight con-
ference title game and appear in the CFP for the sixth time in 
10 years. 

Texas, the preseason No. 1 last year, opens in 
the top five for the third straight year. No. 8 

Texas A&M is in the preseason top 10 for the 
first time since it was No. 6 in 2022, the year 
that marked the beginning of the end for 
Jimbo Fisher.

Pete Golding’s first full season as Missis-
sippi head coach starts with the No. 9 Reb-

els in a preseason top 10 for the second time in 
three years and third time since 197 0. No. 10 Oklahoma is in 
the preseason top 10 for the first time since 2022, when it was 
in the Big 12.

POLL NUGGETS
•  Ohio State will try to become the 12th team to start and fin-
ish No. 1 since the AP preseason poll debuted in 1950. The 
last team to do it was Alabama in 2017 .
•  Notre Dame has its highest preseason ranking since it was 
No. 2 in 2006. The Irish, who have a Heisman candidate in 
quarterback CJ Carr, bring a 10-game win streak into the sea-
son and are still smarting from being left out of the playoff.
•  Ten of the 12 CFP teams last season are ranked. The two that 
aren’t are James Madison and Tulane from the Group of Six.

No. 6  Indiana
2025 : 16-0, CFP champion, No. 1 
final ranking.
Key games: at Ohio State, Oct. 17; 
vs. Michigan, Oct. 24; vs. USC, Nov. 
14; at Washington, Nov. 21.

No. 7  Miami
2025 : 13-3, CFP runner-up, No. 2 
final ranking.
Key games: at Clemson, Oct. 3; vs. 
Pitt, Oct. 24; at Notre Dame, Nov. 7.

No. 8  Texas A&M
2025 : 11-2, CFP first round, No. 8 
final ranking.
Key games: at LSU, Sept. 26; at 
Alabama, Oct. 24; at Oklahoma, 
Nov. 21; vs. Texas, Nov. 27.

No. 9  Mississippi
2025 : 13-2, CFP semifinal, No. 3 

final ranking.
Key games: vs. Louisville, Sept. 
6, at Nashville; vs. LSU, Sept. 19; at 
Texas, Oct. 24; vs. Georgia, Nov. 7; at 
Oklahoma, Nov. 14.

No. 10 Oklahoma
2025 : 10-3, CFP first round, No. 13 
final ranking.
Key Games: at Michigan, Sept. 12; 
at Georgia, Sept. 26; vs Texas, at Dal-
las, Oct. 10; vs. Mississippi, Nov. 14; 
vs. Texas A&M, Nov. 21.

No. 11 LSU
2025 : 7-6, unranked.
Key games: at Mississippi, Sept. 
19; vs. Texas A&M, Sept. 26; vs. 
Alabama, Nov. 7; vs. Texas, Nov. 14; 
at Tennessee, Nov. 21.

No. 12 Texas Tech
2025 : 12-2, CFP quarterfinal, No. 7 

final ranking.
Key games: vs. Houston, Sept. 
18; vs. Arizona State, Oct. 17; vs. 
Arizona, Oct. 31; vs. TCU, Nov. 26.

No. 13  Alabama
2025 : 11-4, CFP quarterfinal, No. 9 
final ranking.
Key games: vs. Georgia, Oct. 10; at 
Tennessee, Oct. 17; vs. Texas A&M, 
Oct. 24; at LSU, Nov. 7.

No. 14  (tie) BYU
2025 : 12-2, No. 11 final ranking.
Key games: vs. Arizona, Sept. 12; at 
TCU, Oct. 3; vs. Notre Dame, Oct. 17; 
at Utah, Nov. 7.

No. 14  (tie) USC
2025 : 9-4, No. 20 final ranking.
Key games:  vs. Oregon, Sept. 26; 
vs. Washington, Oct. 3; at Penn 
State, Oct. 10; vs. Ohio State, Oct. 

31; at Indiana, Nov. 14.

No. 16  Michigan
2025 : 9-4, No. 21 final ranking.
Key games: vs. Oklahoma, Sept. 
12; vs. Iowa, Sept. 26; vs. Penn State, 
Oct. 17; vs. Indiana, Oct. 24; at Ohio 
State, Nov. 28.

No. 17  Washington
2025 : 9-4, unranked.
Key games: at USC, Oct. 3; vs. 
Iowa, Oct. 9; vs. Penn State, Nov. 
7; vs. Indiana, Nov. 21; at Oregon, 
Nov. 28.

No. 18  Penn State
2025 : 7-6, unranked.
Key games: vs. USC, Oct. 10; at 
Michigan, Oct. 17; at Washington, 
Nov. 7; vs. Minnesota, Nov. 14.

No. 19  SMU

2025 : 9-4, unranked.
Key games: at Florida State, Sept. 
7; at Louisville, Sept. 19; vs. Virginia 
Tech, Nov. 6; at Notre Dame, Nov. 
21.

No. 20 Tennessee
2025 : 8-5, unranked.
Key games: at Georgia Tech, Sept. 
12; vs. Texas, Sept. 26; vs. Alabama, 
Oct. 17; at Texas A&M, Nov. 14; vs. 
LSU, Nov. 21.

No. 21 Utah
2025 : 11-2, No. 14 final ranking.
Key games: vs. Houston, Oct. 24; 
vs. BYU, Nov. 7; at Arizona, Nov. 14; 
at TCU, Nov. 21.

No. 22 Iowa
2025 : 9-4, No. 17 final ranking.
Key games: at Michigan, Sept. 
26; vs. Ohio State, Oct. 3; at 

Washington, Oct. 9; at Minnesota, 
Oct. 24; at Illinois, Nov. 21.

No. 23  Houston
2025 : 10-3, No. 22 final ranking.
Key games: at Texas Tech, Sept. 18; 
at Kansas State, Oct. 10; at Utah, 
Oct. 24.

No. 24  Louisville
2025 : 9-4, unranked.
Key games: at Mississippi, Sept. 6; 
vs. SMU, Sept. 19; at Georgia Tech, 
Nov. 7; vs. Pitt, Nov. 21.

No. 25  Missouri
2025 : 8-5, unranked.
Key games: vs. Florida, Oct. 3; vs. 
Texas A&M, Oct. 10; at Mississippi, 
Oct. 18; vs. Texas, Nov. 7; at Georgia, 
Nov. 14.
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